
 

Abingdon Concert Band is a registered charity: 1089143 

Musical Director 
Applicant Information 

 
 
Abingdon Concert Band rehearse and perform in and around Abingdon on Thames, just to the 
south of the City of Oxford. We are a community band, open to players of all abilities, and 
currently have a membership of about 40 wind, brass and percussion players. The band was 
founded over 35 years ago and is registered charity number 1089143. We rehearse in Abingdon 
on Thursday nights during school term time and play music of American Grade 3 and above. 

We generally give three self - promoted concerts each year along with other events including a 
playday workshop and outdoor fetes in the summer.  The Band’s income, which has been very 
healthy over the last few years, is supplemented by charitable collections and grant funding. 

The Band aims to achieve good musical standards, while having fun playing together, and 
performing for the benefit of the local community.  We regularly purchase new music and aim to 
keep our repertoire contemporary, challenging, and varied, as well as playing more traditional 
military band arrangements. 

 

Responsibilities of the Musical Director 
Repertoire 

• Set overall musical direction, in agreement with committee (regularly reviewed) 

• Propose concert programmes and initiatives for sign-off by committee, usually at least one 
term in advance 

• Co-ordinate with Librarian to ensure the provision of music well in advance 

Conducting Rehearsals 

• Plan and conduct weekly rehearsals (Thursdays, 8.00pm–10.00pm) and direct the band in a 
clear and effective manner to optimise individual and ensemble quality and enjoyment; 

• Assist with providing deputy conductors as necessary by agreement with Chairman; 

• Conduct all concerts and introduce pieces to the audience as appropriate to the event. 

Band Management 

• Assist with recruiting and liaising with new players interested in joining the Band and 
actively help with the development of the Band; 

• Work with the committee to identify and plan forward events; 

• Determine what musical personnel and deputies are required for each performance; 

• For shared/joint concerts, co-ordinate musical direction with partner performers; 

• Be an ex-officio member of the committee and attend meetings as appropriate (usually 3 per 
annum);  

• Attend the AGM in the autumn term and give a report on the previous year’s activity, 
progress and any issues arising. 



Person specification 
Essential 

• Previous experience conducting ensembles; 

• Excellent communication skills and the ability to inspire players and explain clearly and 
positively how to improve individual and ensemble playing; 

• Experience devising concert programmes that appeal to audiences and the Band; 

• Confidence, willingness and ability to engage and create rapport with concert audiences; 

• Ability to work collaboratively with the committee. 

 

Desirable 

• Previous wind orchestra conducting experience; 

• Experience as Musical Director of an amateur ensemble of mixed ability; 

• Extensive knowledge of wind orchestra repertoire. 

 

Terms and conditions 

• The Musical Director is engaged by the Band on a self – employed basis; 

• A fee of up to £60 depending on experience + reasonable travel expenses will be paid for 
each two hour rehearsal; 

• A fee of £100 will be paid for each concert, and £60 for each two hour fete or informal 
outdoor event. 

 

Application and selection processes 
Applicants should send their contact details and a conducting/music CV to 
chair@abingdonconcertband.org.uk by Sunday 7 April 2013. 

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to a short interview and trial session conducting the band 
on 16 or 23 May 2013. Selection will be made by the middle of June 2013, and the new 
appointment will start from Thursday 12 September 2013. 

You are invited to attend our concert on 16 March 2013 if you would like to hear the Band 
perform with Stephen Bell, our current Musical Director. 


