
Abingdon
Concert Band

A Summer  
Celebration

Saturday 9 July 2016

St Helen’s Church
W. St Helen’s Street, Abingdon, 7.30pm

Featuring the winning pieces from our   

2016 composition competition

Neil Brownless 
Musical Director



A Summer Celebration
In 2014 we commissioned a piece of music using funds left to the band by 
founder member Bob Eccles. The piece that was commissioned was Unsung 
Heroes by Tom Davoren which was premièred on Armed Forces Day 2015 
and can be heard again in tonight’s programme. We found so much pleasure 
in using Bob’s legacy in this way, and we really think Bob would approve, so 
we decided to hold a composition competition, also funded by his legacy.

We received 18 entries, all of a very high standard, so we enlisted the help of 
our panel of judges to select the final three pieces. Composer and editor of 
TradeWinds music, Richard Phillips; composer Tom Davoren, and our own 
Musical Director, Neil Brownless have, after much deliberation, chosen the 
top three compositions that you will hear performed in tonight’s concert.

Cantilena by Jerry Lanning, Khvarenah: The City of Light by Alga Mau 
and Remembering Childhood by Alexander Webb are the pieces the judg-
es felt to be deserving of the highest merit. We hope you enjoy them. 

Rags to Riches Richard Phillips

Unsung Heroes Tom Davoren

Remembering Childhood Alexander Webb

Remembering Childhood is a four movement suite that captures small memories 
I have of growing up in Wiltshire. Each movement, dream like and sometimes 
sporadic, describes various locations as well as the family member it is dedicated to.

I - Barbury Castle An ancient Celtic hill fort, on the edge of the village where I grew 
up. My grandparents frequently took me there to fly kites and I used to imagine 
what it might have been like when it was first built, when pagan rituals and bat-
tling clans were the norm. This movement ends quietly with the theme somewhat 
understated. The audience must wait until the fourth movement for the resolution.

II - Press Start to Play This movement is dedicated to my sister. It remembers 
when we grew up together; she studied dance and the music (In 3/4) at-
tempts to reflect this.



III - Cows! This is something of a scherzo movement and tells the story of my 
cousin and I walking on Round-way Hill, getting chased quite literally by cows.

IV - The Turnip Hoer The Turnip Hoer is a Wiltshire folk song: a fitting end 
to this suite. I have alluded to (sometimes gently, sometimes less so) com-
posers that my parents introduced me to and who have remained some of 
my favourites since.

Cantilena Jerry Lanning 
The use of the term ‘cantilena’ originates in the 19th century, applied to a 
particularly sustained or lyrical piece, eg. a cradle song. Much concert band 
repertoire tends to be rather full-blooded and heavily scored, and Cantilena  
provides a deliberate contrast with its lighter instrumentation and the use of 
solo players rather than full instrumental sections. It was written last Sep-
tember specifically for the Abingdon Concert Band competition, and here 
receives its first performance.

Khvarenah: The City of Light Alga Mau 
Khvarenah: The City of Light is Alga’s second wind orchestra piece. Written in 
2015, it tries to capture the spirit of ‘Khvarenah’, an Avestan word for the Zo-
roastrian concept of ‘royal glory’ and ‘splendour’. It opens with a quiet, steady 
layering of woodwind and brass, depicting an ancient desert city in the vast 
lands as the sun emerges from the horizon. We are then taken through the 
bazaars of the city as the markets are filled with joyful shouting and music 
and dance before entering the central courtyards, the royal army saluting their 
newly crowned king, heralding in a new era of glory.

Starlight Peter Meechan

Miss Saigon Claude-Michel Schönberg, arr. Warren Barker

INTERVAL

Olympic Fanfare and Theme John Williams, arr. James Curnow

Fantasia on a theme by Thomas Tallis Ralph Vaughn Williams

Retriever Reveries Rob Wiffin

West Side Story Leonard Bernstein, arr. W.J. Dutroit

I am the Doctor Murray Gold, arr. Robert Buckley

Crown Imperial William Walton, arr. Jay Bocook



About Abingdon Concert Band
The band was formed in 1977 as Abingdon Military Band and while the 
name was later changed, the formation of instruments remains the same as 
that found in modern military bands. Over the years the band has given 
around 200 public performances. The band plays a range of music from 
classic concert band pieces to film scores and television music, musicals, 
Disney and contemporary arrangements for concert band by composers such 
as Philip Sparke and Jay Bocook. We regularly add new music to our library.

Musical Director Neil BrowNless

Neil read maths at Portsmouth University where he was Director 
for the university big band and Assistant Conductor for the 
wind band. Whilst at university Neil played for many bands 
across the south coast, including Portsmouth and Chichester 
University Symphony Orchestras, pit bands for various shows, 
the Dave Pearson Big Band, Woodfalls Brass Band and Otterbourne Brass 
Band, who competed at the 2012 National Brass Band Finals. 

Now back in Northampton, Neil is working as Marketing Coordinator 
for the Salvation Army. Neil currently plays Bass Trombone for Wantage 
Brass Band who he will be competing with in the National Brass Band 
Championships at the Royal Albert Hall in October. He holds the positions 
of Deputy Musical Director for Northampton Concert Band and Musical 
Director for Towcester Studio Band. In 2013 Neil took on the role of 
Musical Director with Abingdon Concert Band.

Composer, Khvarenah: The City of Light AlgA MAu

Alga is a second year audiology student from the University of 
Southampton. He grew up in Northampton and took a keen 
interest in music from a young age as he began playing piano 
and clarinet, involving himself in both school music as well as 
county music. Even at university he actively continues his passion, 
playing in the university orchestra and composing in his spare time, having written 
two larger works (“Spirit” – premiered by the Northamptonshire County Youth 
Concert Band in July 2015, and “Ling of the Village in the East” – to be premiered 
by the Southampton University Symphony Orchestra in September 2016).



Composer, Cantilena Jerry lANNiNg

Jerry Lanning was born in Dorset and studied at Southampton 
University, Morley College and the Guildhall School of Music. 
He spent some years in the theatre and in television as an arranger 
and musical director, and during this period he continued his 
conducting studies with George Hurst and Lawrence Leonard. 
He subsequently arranged for and conducted the late lamented BBC Radio 
Orchestra and wrote and conducted for the world-famous Readers’ Digest 
compilations. For several years he taught composition, theory and piano part-
time at  Wycombe Abbey School and Bradfield College. He has been a regular 
guest conductor with a number of orchestras, and since January 2011 has been 
musical director of the Saturday Morning Orchestra in Reading. He also conducted 
the 2012-13 season of Trinity Camerata in Bicester. At the Charterhouse Summer 
School of Music at Sherborne (CSSM) he conducted the Symphonic Wind Band 
for five years and currently runs the Wind Chamber Ensembles and the Arranging 
Course as well as being staff conductor. He is musical director for the Port Sunlight 
Summer Orchestral Course in Oswestry. 

Composer, Remembering Childhood Alexander Webb
Alexander studied at The Birmingham Conservatoire where he 
graduated in 2012 after studying percussion, and conducting. 
Studying with Edwin Roxburgh, then later with Guy Wolfenden. 
In 2015 he was invited to take part in international conducting 
master-classes with Nicolas Pasquet, Mark Heron and Jac Van 
Steen. He maintains a busy schedule as a freelance musician, performing with some 
of the countries finest brass and wind bands (winning several major competitive 
titles) and performing with the English Symphony Orchestra, Queen’s Park 
sinfonia, Desford Colliery Band, in addition to solo recitals and chamber music 
concerts. Alexander is the Musical Director of Brackley and District Band, and 
The Beaufort Ensemble. He Is also Conductor for the Asklepios Orchestra, 
Swindon Chamber Orchestra and guest conductor with the Redditch Orchestra. 
In 2017 he will make his debut with the Liverpool Mozart Orchestra. Alexander 
has undertaken tours around Europe, Asia, and the United States;  and has also 
made recordings for broadcast on BBC Television and Radio. In 2016 he was 
awarded a scholarship to become the ‘Timothy Reynish Conducting Scholar’ at 
the Royal Northern College of Music, beginning September this year.



Piccolo 
Graham Salsbury 

Flute 
Caroline Bailey 
Sarah Cronin 
Lucy Dunbar 
Claire Massey 
Lucy Morel-Allen 
Thomas Shepherd 
Rachel Turner 
Harriet Vaughan-Morris

Oboe 
Elaine Coker 
Lucy Wainwright

Eb Clarinet 
Alan Bolder

Clarinet 
Kelly Dodgson 
Hannah Johnson 
Mark Nightingale 
Emma Pope 
Aron Raimbach 
Louise Stott 
Hilary Treavis 
Kathy Wilcox

Alto Clarinet 
Tony Shepherd

Bass Clarinet 
Ruth Clarkson 
Stephen Harrison

Bassoon 
Jonathan Ross*

Cornet/Trumpet 
Alan Kelly 
Dave Nicholson* 
Leigh Owen 
Emily Taylor*

Alto Saxophone 
Rachel Baguley 
Ian Challand 
Suzie Spencer 
Sandy Wallis

Tenor Saxophone 
Felix John 
Anna Shannon 
Kiri Wright

Baritone Saxophone 
David Colven 

French Horn 
Grant Bentley* 
Ken Craig* 
Alistair Dorman-Smith 
Rachel Littlefair*

Euphonium 
Jack Everington 
Alan Johnson 
Nicky Warden

Trombone 
Paul Coker 
Megan McManus 
Richard McManus

Bass Trombone 
Julian Hawes*

Tuba 
Sue Gill

Percussion 
Gail Devlin* 
Alex Webb* 
Celia Wilson

*with thanks to our 
guest players

Abingdon Concert Band would like to thank Robyn Furtado for 
photography and video of tonight’s concert.



Forthcoming events
Saturday 15 October Playing Day, 

Manor Preparatory School, Abingdon

Sunday 4 December The Snowman, Cornerstone Arts Centre 
arr. Phillip Littlemore 

(to be performed in synchronisation with the animated film) 
Featuring Sophie Elise Atkinson, awarding winning local young singer

Saturday 26 November Carolling, 
Didcot Christmas Festival 

Saturday 3 December Christmas Craft Market, 
Abingdon Market Square

Thursday 15 December Carols at Tesco, 
Abingdon

Saturday 17 December Carolling, 
Millets Farm

Sunday 18 December Carols at Sainsbury’s, 
Heyford Hill, Oxford



Abingdon
Concert Band

The 
Snowman

Sunday 4 December 2016

Cornerstone Arts Centre
25 Station Rd, Didcot OX11 7NE, 7.30pm 
Tickets available from the box office  
www.cornerstone-arts.org  01235 515144

The Snowman, arr. Phillip Littlemore  
(performed in synchronisation with the animated film) 
plus other festive favourites

Featuring Sophie Elise Atkinson,  
awarding winning local young singer

Neil Brownless 
Musical Director
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