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Most people’s perception of the Proms is the ‘Last Night’, although 
the last concert of the season is very different from the others that are 
performed at the Royal Albert Hall over the summer each year. The final 
concert is traditionally in a lighter, ‘winding-down’ vein, with popular 
classics being followed by a series of patriotic pieces in the second half 
of the concert. These include Hubert Parry’s Jerusalem (a setting of a 
poem by William Blake), Edward Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance March 
No. 1 (Land of Hope and Glory), Sir Henry Wood’s Fantasia on British Sea 
Songs, and Thomas Arne’s Rule Britannia.

This is the first time that two of Abingdon’s longest established Bands 
have come together for a joint performance, and we are hoping it will 
be an evening to remember. Our programme loosely follows that of 
the traditional ‘Last Night’, with a few surprises thrown in. Each Band 
has a distinct style and sound – you may notice the slightly different 
configuration of instruments being played.  Whilst both Bands include 
brass instruments, the Concert Band also comprises clarinets, flutes, 
saxophones, and other woodwind.

Between them, the bands offer a rich variety of sound and we hope 
this will add extra interest to tonight’s performance. We hope you enjoy 
the concert and join us to sing as we play some of the more traditional 
pieces in the second half of the concert.
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2007 marks the thirtieth Anniversary of Abingdon Concert Band. Our 
celebration concert back in March was a great success, with the quality and 
enjoyment of the cakes closely rivalling that of the music! We also held an 
enjoyable playing day in June at which we were joined by some of our past 
members. Unfortunately our outdoor season wasn’t quite such a success this 
time due to the inclement weather in July – thunder and lightning were an 
unexpected accompaniment in the Castle Gardens at Wallingford and the 
Bandstand at Henley had become an island for the occasion!

The Band was originally formed in 1977 and at that time was called 
‘Abingdon Military Band’. In 1988, the name was formally changed to 
Abingdon Concert Band to better reflect the varied music that we play. 
Weekly rehearsals take place at Dunmore School in Abingdon on Thursday 
nights. We always welcome aspiring players who wish to improve their 
existing skills, and currently have vacancies for brass, oboe and percussion  
players (see our website for further details). 

We are now under the baton of the talented Philip Burditt who continues 
to be a great inspiration to the Band. This joint concert is the first time we 
have played with Abingdon Town Band or in the Guildhall, so this is very 
much a ‘first’ for us. We hope that you enjoy tonight’s performance and join 
us again for music, mince pies and readings at our Christmas concert at 
Kennington Village Hall on 15 December. 
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Philip was born in and has spent most of his life in Northamptonshire, 
currently living in Wellingborough. After studying music at the University 
of Manchester he joined the family business, returning to full-time music 
when the business  was sold in 2000. 

Now busy as a conductor and composer, he especially enjoys conducting 
wind ensembles and composing for performers he knows. In the last few years 
a number of works for large and small wind groups have appeared and in the 
course of 2006 Suffolk Folk Songs and Driving in Florence, both for small forces, 
were premiered. Rhapsody on Medieval Carols and Mr. Geoffrey, both for concert 
band, were commissioned and premiered by the Northampton Concert Band. 
Works in progress at the moment include Loch Ness, variations for concert 
band and Divine Wind, which explores the Japanese Kamikaze phenomenon.

Currently directing bands in Bicester and Northampton as well as 
the Abingdon Concert Band itself, Philip still finds time to play various 
instruments and bands and in his own classical wind quartet, Rondo, 
providing elegant background music for parties and functions.

Philip Burditt
Conductor, Composer, Arranger

abingdon concert band
Kathy Wilcox
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There has been an Abingdon Band since the late 19th century. After a short break 
in the mid 1960s the Band was reformed in 1965 and has gone from strength to 
strength since then.  As the ‘Town Band’ it enjoys a reputation for professionalism 
and a high standard of performance. Nowadays, rehearsals take place in John 
Mason School’s excellent purpose-built music block, and the 1960s band-room 
– a wooden structure, rather impressively, moved piece by piece by the Band’s 
members from it’s original site in Oxford to Hales Meadow near Abingdon 
Bridge in 1968 is kept for small group rehearsals and for storage.

The Band has a long history of performing at civic functions.  It has taken 
part in the Lord Mayor’s Parade in London, the Millennium Parade in Oxford, 
the 50th Anniversary of the Morris Minor celebrations at Litchfield, played 
at the opening of the White Horse Leisure Centre, in Blackwells Bookshop 
in Oxford and at Victoria Park in London.   It has also been invited to play, 
on numerous occasions, at Abingdon’s twin towns across Europe. Apart 
from these major events the Band also performs at fetes, garden parties and 
concerts as well as fulfilling civic engagements including Remembrance 
Day, the annual Civic Service, and the Annual General Meetings of the 
Town Council when the new Mayor of Abingdon is installed in office.  The 
Band particularly enjoys accompanying the traditional ‘Bun Throwing’ 
from the roof of the County Hall. As you can see the Band does not confine 
its performances and membership to Abingdon alone, though, drawing 
players and audiences from all over Oxfordshire.

The Band is proud that many of its younger members have left to take up 
careers in the military as musicians, and players have also been accepted 
into the National Youth Band of Great Britain. Abingdon Town Band is a 
friendly group of musicians who enjoy performing for the town and people 
of Abingdon and its European twin towns. Membership is not restricted by 
age or ability and if you require any further information about membership 
or performances please contact 01235 535178.

abingdon town band
Steve Rich, Musical Director

Steve originally joined the Band on Tenor Horn then progressed to principal 
Euphonium. He took up the baton some twenty three years ago and has 
been a strong supporter in organising the Band’s playing at town events. 
He has recently organised and completed, with the Band, a very successful 
tour to Schongau, Bavaria, and the current success of the Band is testament 
to his leadership since the mid 1980s.

steve rich
Musical Director
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Flutes & Piccolo
Sarah Cronin
Claire Wells
Thomas Shepherd
Rachel Turner 
Janet Johnson
Debbie Mackenzie

Solo Clarinets
Kathy Wilcox
Hilary Treavis

Bb Clarinets
John Needham
Stephen Atkinson
Anna Shannon 
Margaret Sadler
Mark Nightingale

Oboe
Lesley McCourt

Eb Clarinet
Alan Bolder 

Bass Clarinet
Ruth Clarkson

Alto Saxophone
Sandy Wallis
Tracy Spooner

Tenor Saxophone
Roger Wilkinson

Baritone Saxophone
David Colven

French Horn
Tim Pickles

Cornets & Trumpets
Judith Atkins
Margaret Cutting 
Brian Campbell
Brenda Rockall

Euphonium
Claire Denton 
Sally Truman 

Trombones
Norman Ballard
Rita Rattray

Bass Guitar
Trevor Moore

Percussion
Anthony Sadler
Mark Robson

tonight’s performers
Abingdon Concert Band

Lead Cornet
Alison Rich
Jackie Bennett
Andy Bremner

Rep Cornet
Tobias Warwick

2nd cornet
Elaine Bayston
Mark Jarvis

3rd cornet
Ron Pike
Nick Carter
Matthew Warwick

Flugel
Sarah Blacow

Solo Horn
Jane Sharps

1st horn
Sandra Pike

1st Baritone
Jean Caudle

2nd Baritone
Eric White

Euphonium
Dawn Emett
Sam Davis
Geoff Caudle

tonight’s performers
Abingdon Town Band

1st Trombone
James Grundonner

2nd Trombone
Norman Ballard

Bass Trombone
Peter Hicks

E flat bass
Brian Hicks
Ben Caudle

B flat bass
Mark Grundonner

Percussion
Kevin Francis



We would like to thank the following for their support: 

Blackwell Publishing Ltd, Oxford WG Powell Ltd, Oxford
Frosts at Millets Farm, Frilford Tesco, Abingdon
Frugal Food, Abingdon  and Abingdon Town Council

sponsors
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Abingdon Concert Band

1 December 2007 Carols at Christmas, Millets Farm, To be confirmed.

8 December 2007 Carols at Christmas, Millets Farm, To be confirmed.

15 December 2007 An Instant Christmas
Music, mince pies and readings at Kennington Village Hall, 7.30pm

26 January 2008 Fifth Annual Playing Day
Philip Burditt and Stephen Bell conduct a day of music making and fun. 

Manor Preparatory School, Abingdon; 10am until 5pm. 
See our website for further details
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Abingdon Town Band
11 November 2007 Remembrance Day Parade, Abingdon

1 December 2007 Christmas Carols at Blackwell’s Book Shop, Oxford

8 December 2007 Christmas Concert
St. Helen’s Church, Abingdon, 7.30pm

9 December  2007 Drayton Carol Concert
Drayton Village Hall, 7.30pm

13 & 22 December 2007 Carolling, Sainsburys, Orchard Centre, Didcot

20 & 22 December 2007 Carolling, Waitrose, Abingdon

forthcoming events

For the loan of music for this performance we extend our thanks to:
Abington Wind Band, Northampton (www.abingtonwindband.org.uk)
Northampton Concert Band (www.northamptonconcertband.org.uk)

acknowledgments

We would like to thank volunteers from both bands   
for their help at tonight’s performance. 

Thanks also to Digipress Ltd for generously printing posters 
and to Chiltern Produce for the table decorations.


