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Not the Queen’s Christmas Broadcast:
Welcome to Abingdon Concert Band’s An Instant Christmas, in which 

we cunningly combine elements of a carol service, a winter concert and 
a reminder of what you might see on the television over the festive 
season. 

Not wanting to make you stand up and sing too many carols, we’ve 
kept them to a sensible minimum and taken the opportunity to mix 
in some spicy treats. Our Nutcracker Suite has all your favourite bits 
and is a perennial festive favourite. This year has seen the centenary 
of Grieg’s death and the 150th anniversary of Elgar’s birth, so into the 
pudding go Peer Gynt and Salut d’Amour (we’re rather pleased about 
the latter as most of our planned performances of it this summer were 
washed out).

When, too full to move, you turn to the television for entertainment, 
you’ll probably catch a Harry Potter film - we’ve got the score to Harry 
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. Give it a stir, add the usual tinselly bits 
from Sleigh Ride and A Christmas Festival and the mix is nearly complete 
- all we need is one last special centenary offering; more on that later. 
And don’t forget that all this is lightened by a selection of seasonal 
readings. You just won’t want to go home!

A Merry Christmas to you all!
Philip Burditt

Musical Director
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Christmas Festival Leroy Anderson
Reading

Christmas John Betjeman
Coventry Carol the audience are invited to stand and sing
Salut d’Amour Edward Elgar
Reading

A Child’s Christmas in Wales Dylan Thomas
Sussex Carol the audience are invited to stand and sing
Reading

A Christmas Carol PaulGriffin with apologies to Charles Dickens
O Holy Night Adolphe Adam
Peer Gynt Edward Grieg

i Morning; ii Death of Ase; iii Anitra’s Dance; iv In the Hall of the Mountain King

~ Interval ~
Sleigh Ride Leroy Anderson
Reading

Nativity Story Gervase Phinn
Ding dong, merrily on high the audience are invited to stand and sing
Reading

Think of me kindly Beethoven
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban John Williams
Readings

Cricket Widow Kit Wright
The Modern Hiawatha G.A. Strong
Reindeer Report U.A. Fanthorpe

Nutcracker Suite P. I. Tchaikovsky
i Miniature Overture; ii March; iii Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy;  
iv Arab Dance; v Chinese Dance; vi Dance of the Reed Flutes; vii Trepak

O come, all ye faithful the audience are invited to stand and sing
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Coventry Carol

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child,
By by, lully, lullay.

O sisters, too, How may we do
For to preserve this day
This poor youngling, for whom we do sing,
By by, lully, lullay?

Herod the king, in his raging.
Charged he hath this day
His men of might, in his own sight
All young children to slay.

That woe is me, poor child for thee!
And ever morn and day
For thy parting neither say nor sing
By by, lully lullay!

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child,
By by, lully, lullay 
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On Christmas night all Christians sing,
To hear the news the angels bring,
On Christmas night all Christians sing,
To hear the news the angels bring.
News of great joy, news of great mirth,
News of our merciful King’s birth.

Then why should men on earth be sad,
Since our redeemer made us glad,
Then why should men on earth be sad,
Since our redeemer made us glad.
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?

When all departs before his grace,
Then life and health come in its place,
When all departs before his grace,
Then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing,
All for to see the new born King.

All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night,
All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
Glory to God and peace to men,
Now and for evermore Amen.

On Christmas Night
(Sussex Carol)
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Ding dong! merrily on high

Ding dong! merrily on high
In heav’n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky
Is riv’n with angels singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

E’en so here below, below,
Let steeple bells be swungen,
And i-o, i-o, i-o,
By priest and people sungen.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!

Pray you, dutifully prime
Your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rhyme
Your evetime song, ye singers.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
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O come, all ye faithful

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the King of Angels:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

God of God,
Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
Very God,
Begotten not created:
O come …

See how the shepherds,
Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
We too will thither
Bend our joyful footsteps:
O come ... 

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God
In the highest:
O come ...



It’s hard to believe that another year has nearly gone by – but what a year! 
2007 marked our thirtieth birthday, and our celebration concert in March 
was a great success, with the quality and enjoyment of the cakes closely 
rivalling that of the music! Other events included a Playing Day workshop 
held in June at the Manor Preparatory School, Abingdon which drew players 
from around the area, including some of our past members. Unfortunately 
our outdoor summer season wasn’t quite such a success this time due to 
Mother Nature’s intervention – thunder and lightning were an unexpected 
accompaniment in the Castle Gardens at Wallingford, while the bandstand 
at Henley became an island for the occasion – Handel’s Water Music anyone?!  
However, in October we teamed up with the Abingdon Town Band to stage 
a ‘Proms’ event in the Guildhall, Abingdon. This event was a great success 
with a near capacity crowd (despite us competing for attention with the 
Rugby World Cup semi finals), who contributed so wonderfully to create a 
true ‘Last Night’ atmosphere.

We are a registered charity and are therefore self funding, relying on 
donations from charity events and other fund raising activities. Tonight 
marks the first public airing of our new set of banners which have just been 
purchased to replace the old ones which, while serving us well for the last 25 
years, had started to show the inevitable signs of wear and tear. Contributors 
to the new set of banners include Vale of White Horse District Council and 
Abingdon Town Council to whom we are indebted. The new set incorporates 
our new logo, designed by  our flute and piccolo player Thomas Shepherd 
(who also creates our eye-catching posters and other publicity) and will 
enable us to promote ourselves more consistently in the future. 

Our weekly rehearsals take place at Dunmore School in Abingdon on Thursday 
nights, and while we are some 25 strong in numbers, we always welcome aspiring 
players of all ages who wish to improve their existing skills. We currently have 
vacancies for brass (bass in particular) and percussion players (see our website 
for further details). The talented Philip Burditt who has now been conducting 
the band for five years continues to be a great inspiration to us. 

We truly hope that you enjoy tonight’s performance, and on behalf of the 
band, may I thank you for your continued support, and wish you a great 
Christmas, and a very happy and healthy 2008. 

Roger Wilkinson
Chair, Abingdon Concert Band

Merry Christmas to you All
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Flutes & Piccolo
Sarah Cronin
Claire Wells
Thomas Shepherd
Rachel Turner 
Janet Johnson
Debbie Mackenzie

Solo Clarinets
Kathy Wilcox
Hilary Treavis

Bb Clarinets
John Needham
Anna Shannon 
Stephen Atkinson
Margaret Sadler
Mark Nightingale

Oboe
Lesley McCourt

Eb Clarinet
Alan Bolder 

Bass Clarinet
Ruth Clarkson

Alto Saxophone
Sandy Wallis
Tracy Spooner

Bassoon
Martin Bowman

Tenor Saxophone
Roger Wilkinson

Baritone Saxophone
David Colven

French Horn
Tim Pickles

Cornets & Trumpets
Mark Prowen
Judith Atkins
Margaret Cutting 
Brian Campbell
Brenda Rockall

Euphonium
Claire Denton 
Sally Truman 

Trombones
Norman Ballard
Rita Rattray

Bass Guitar
Trevor Moore

Percussion
Anthony Sadler
Mark Robson

Tonight’s Performers

Philip was born in and has spent most of his life in Northamptonshire, 
currently living in Wellingborough. After studying music at the University 
of Manchester he joined the family business, returning to full-time music 
when the business  was sold in 2000. 

Now busy as a conductor and composer, he especially enjoys conducting 
wind ensembles and composing for performers he knows. In the last few years 
a number of works for large and small wind groups have appeared and in the 
course of 2006 Suffolk Folk Songs and Driving in Florence, both for small forces, 
were premiered. Rhapsody on Medieval Carols and Mr. Geoffrey, both for concert 
band, were commissioned and premiered by the Northampton Concert Band. 
Works in progress at the moment include Loch Ness, variations for concert 
band and Divine Wind, which explores the Japanese Kamikaze phenomenon.

Currently directing bands in Bicester and Northampton as well as 
the Abingdon Concert Band itself, Philip still finds time to play various 
instruments and bands and in his own classical wind quartet, Rondo, 
providing elegant background music for parties and functions.

Philip Burditt
Conductor, Composer, Arranger
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www.abingdonconcertband.org.uk 

Postcards

from France
music about France by non-French composers

Musical Director
Philip Burditt

Saturday 15 March 2008
7.30pm

Abingdon Baptist Church
Ock Street, Abingdon

Tickets £7
Concessions £5



26 January 2008 Fifth Annual Playing Day
Philip Burditt and Stephen Bell conduct a day of music making and fun. 

Manor Preparatory School, Abingdon; 10am until 5pm. 
See our website for further details

15 March 2008 Postcards from France
France has always attracted creative artists from abroad. Tonight we play music 

inspired by France from (mostly) English and American composers, 
our wide-ranging programme covering light, popular and classical selections. 

Gershwin’s An American in Paris and Ellerby’s Paris Sketches are framed by 
shorter pieces - a selection of French postcards from the last century and more! 

Part of Abingdon Arts Festival
Abingdon Baptist Church, Ock Street, 7.30pm
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Forthcoming Events

For the loan of music for this performance we extend our thanks to:
Abington Wind Band, Northampton (www.abingtonwindband.org.uk)
Northampton Concert Band (www.northamptonconcertband.org.uk)
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