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Abingdon Concert Band is made up of almost forty woodwind, brass 
and percussion players. The band was formed in 1977 and over the 
years has given over 150 well-attended public performances around 
Abingdon and the local area including fetes, shows, charity events 
and indoor concerts.  In 2011 we were pleased to again be joined by 
Wesley Smith of BBC Oxford for Return to Broadway, and we are 
looking forward to another enjoyable evening with him tonight.

We are always interested in new venues and concert ideas; please 
contact us if you would like the band to play for you either indoors 
or outside in the summer. The band also welcomes new members 
and is actively looking for brass players. If you would like to play 
with us, please see our website for further details.

On the web: abingdonconcertband.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/abingdonconcert
Find us on FaceBook: facebook.com/abingdonconcertband

abingdon concert band

In September 2011 the Band was very pleased to welcome Stephen Bell 
as our new Musical Director. Stephen studied music at Southampton 
University and subsequently conducting at the University of Surrey. 

He was appointed Musical Director of Northampton Concert Band 
in 2005 and has enjoyed considerable success with the band in the 
National Concert Band Festival finals, winning numerous Gold awards 
and in 2010 a coveted Platinum award.  Stephen was appointed Musical 
Director of the St Cecilia singers of Rushden in 2007 and is also now 
working with the Northampton Male Voice Choir. 

Stephen lives in Wellingborough and works for Mercedes-Benz 
Retail Group (UK) Ltd, Milton Keynes. 

stephen bell
Musical Director
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Following the success of Broadway Rhythm in 2010 and last 
year’s Return to Broadway which took us on a whistle-stop 
tour through the history of film musicals, Abingdon Concert 
Band and our guest vocalist, Tara Hunt, are delighted to be 
performing tonight as part of the Abingdon Arts Festival 2012.  
Wesley Smith, who we are very pleased to welcome back again, 
will introduce some of our favourite songs from the movies, 
during an evening of toe tapping magic...

~ ~ ~
Wesley and the band are delighted to be supporting Vale House 

Vale House is a local registered charity that provides hospice-type care 
for those suffering from dementia (such as Alzheimers) in a safe and 
comfortable environment.  Vale House is able to accept people who 
suffer dementia in its severest and most difficult forms, and support 
them to the end of their lives. The careful thought put into the 
original conception of the home, the development of its operational 
policy and training programme, and the approach to care, sustained 
over the years, that treats each resident as an individual whose life 
has meaning and value, has made Vale House a source of learning 
and example throughout the country and further afield.

The home in Botley was set up in 1990 by a group of volunteers, 
specifically to provide psychological, physical and palliative nursing 
care for people profoundly affected by dementia. Senior professional 
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staff working in social work, mental health care and medical 
departments had recognised a large gap in government provision 
for such patients and were determined to develop a service of high 
quality to help them and their carers. At the time, the only recourse 
for patients so severely affected was either very expensive private care 
or admission to long stay psychiatric wards.

More than 5 years ago it was recognised that the building in 
Botley for 20 residents was far from ideal.  There was a need for 
more space and facilities for our residents so we started a search for a 
new site on which we could build a new specially designed building 
with improved facilities and which would be able to accommodate 
40 residents.  Just over two years ago we were successful in our bid 
for a site in Sandford on Thames and with our experience and that 
of others in the field a new building was designed and has been 
constructed to meet the increasing needs of our current and future 
residents.  In January the contractors handed over the new building 
to us and we moved all our 20 residents from Botley on the last two 
days of January. 

This new phase in our 20 plus year history is very exciting. We have 
40 individual en suite bedrooms with an extensive range of facilities 
that include specialist hydrotherapeutic bathrooms, a family room, 
a choice of living rooms and two courtyard gardens with sensory 
planting and facilities to enable us to pass on our skills to others.

It is a stunning new building and every aspect has been considered 
for the best advantage to our residents.

On the web: www.valehouse.org.uk
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Introduced by Wesley Smith

Star Wars Medley    Music by John Williams 
arr. John Tatgenhorst

Titanic Music by James Horner, arr. Calvin Custer

Beauty and the Beast  Lyrics by Howard Ashman,  
Music by Alan Menken, arr. Jay Bocook

Aladdin arr. Paul Jennings

Moon River     Music by Henry Mancini 
Lyrics by Johnny Mercer

Highlights from Moulin Rouge arr. Michael Brown

~ Interval ~

The Dambusters Music by Eric Coates, arr. W.J.Duthoit

‘Somewhere’ from West Side Story Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 
Music by Leonard Bernstein, arr. Roger Holmes

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest Music by Hans Zimmer 
arr. Jay Bocook 

‘Don’t Rain on My Parade’ from Funny Girl Music by Bob Merrill & 
Jule Styne

Hollywood Milestones arr. John Higgins
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Wesley Smith works across the country as a free-
lance TV and Radio broadcaster and regularly 
works in Europe and the UK as a media trainer 

working with a wide portfolio of high-profile companies.
Wes was a well-known face on TV screens across Oxfordshire 

for more than twenty years and continues to live in the county. 
He’s also an event host working most recently with the interna-
tional solo-percussionist, Dame Evelyn Glennie.

On the web: wesleysmith.net
On Twitter: twitter.com/wesleysmithtv

Wesley sMith

Tara was born and raised in Hawaii, and moved 
to the UK after completing her Masters in Opera 
Performance at The Boston Conservatory. She has 

received critical acclaim for her portrayals of Norma Cassidy in Victor 
Victoria, Fiona in Brigadoon, Marsinah in Kismet and Cinderella in 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella. Opera roles include Olga in 
Eugene Onegin, Dorabella in Cosi fan Tutte, Zerlina in Don Giovanni, 
Miss Jessel in The Turn of The Screw, Mercedes and Frasquita in 
Carmen, Lauretta in Gianni Schicci, The Fifth Handmaid in Elektra, 
Katrina in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Niki de Saint Phalle in 
The Construction of Boston. She currently performs with such groups 
as Candlelight Opera and the Abingdon Swingtime band and has 
performed with Hawaii Opera Theatre, Honolulu Symphony and 
Metrowest Symphony Orchestra.

tara hunt
Mezzo Soprano
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ForthcoMing events

For the loan of music for this performance we would like to 
thank Basingstoke Concert Band. The band would like to thank 
Honey Pot Florists and Newbury Building Society in Abingdon 
for selling tickets and helping to promote tonight’s event. 

We would like to thank Abingdon Town Council for supporting 
tonight’s concert.

Photography in tonight’s concert by Sophie Schirmacher

We would like to thank volunteers from the band for  
their help with lighting, sound and  

front/rear of house support

Abbey Sax Abingdon Market Square
Saturday 9 June 10:30am–12:30pm

Summer Concert Trinity Church, Abingdon
Saturday 16 June 7:30pm

Outdoor Concert Abingdon Market Square
Saturday 21 July 10:30am–12:30pm

Clarinet Choir Abingdon Market Square
Saturday 1 September 10:30am–12:30pm

Christmas Concert Trinity Church, Abingdon
Saturday 1 December 7:30pm

acknoWledgeMents
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Flutes & Piccolo
Caroline Bailey 
Nicola Claiden 
Sarah Cronin 
Deborah Mackenzie 
Claire Massey 
Thomas Shepherd

Oboe
Lucy Wainwright

Eb Clarinet
Alan Bolder 

Alto Clarinet
Tony Shepherd

Bb Clarinets
Stephen Atkinson 
Cate Beavis 
John Needham 
Mark Nightingale 
Margaret Sadler 
Hilary Treavis 
Kathy Wilcox 
Tracy Spooner*

Alto Saxophone
Rachel Baguley 
Linda Haggarty 
Sandy Wallis

Tenor Saxophone
Felix John 
Anna Shannon

Baritone Saxophone
David Colven

French Horn
Ken Craig* 
Alistair Dorman-Smith

Bass Clarinet
Ruth Clarkson 
Jane Fleetwood

Bassoon
Martin Bowman

Tuba
Jonathan Hodgetts*

String Bass
Stuart Holbrook*

Trumpets
Judith Atkins 
Brian Campbell 
Bob Cutting* 
Margaret Cutting 
Alan Kelly 
Damien Schreuer 
Leigh Owen

Euphonium
Dawn Emett 
Nicky Warden

Trombones
Julian Hawes* 
Poppy Pippins* 
Brian Pollard* 
Rita Rattray* 
Gerard Walls*

Percussion
Celia Wilson
Paul Netherton

Soloist
Tara Hunt

tonight’s perForMers

*With particular thanks to our guest players


