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In 2003 we performed a programme cunningly entitled Around the World in 80 Minutes, 
so you might be expecting a re-run of  that event tonight. However, where our previous 
concert focused on actual geographical locations, tonight’s programme examines instead 
the actual means of  getting from one place to another.

Clearly we ought to start our exploration of  this theme with walking: man has spent 
far more of  history using this mode of  transport than any other. Not entirely predictably 
we feature instead In the Steppes of  Central Asia, a paean to the camel, the obstreperous 
oriental beast of  burden that nonetheless inspires exotic images (especially, as here, 
when seen in the distance). We cycle (oh, what a dreadful pun) through most other 
forms of  transport that have shaped the development of  civilisation, including the 
bicycle itself  (represented by the theme from Il Postino. The postman is surely the 
archetypal cycle user).

Victory at Sea recalls the scale of  the Pacific Ocean battles of  the Second 
World War, while our Titanic selection brings with it a lesson in hubris and 
nemesis. Still, it always goes down well! If  only the iceberg had been closer to 
shore, possibly Sir Malcolm Arnold’s Padstow Lifeboat could have saved more 
lives. This jaunty march is a fitting tribute, we think, to the composer who sadly 
died this year, just before his 85th birthday.

Trains are well thought of  by composers, and we feature Vivian Ellis’ Coronation 
Scot and Nigel Hess’ Stephenson’s Rocket in this category. But we all know that in 
the 20th century the railways were superseded by the ubiquitous motor car and 
we have a little section devoted to this remarkable contraption. The aeroplane is 
almost as old as the motor car and we briefly examine the upper reachers of  the 
atmosphere before making it into space –  a most fruitful area of  endeavour in 
fiction, if  not fact. Space and Beyond brings our little jaunt to a stellar conclusion, 
and where in the 2003 concert we came home by bus, in the shape of  Goff  
Richards’ sprightly Doyen, this time we open our concert with it.

PhiliP Burditt

Musical Director, Abingdon Concert Band

Transports

of Delight
a musical journey for wind orchestra
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Doyen Goff RichaRds (b.1948)
Originally written for brass band (Goff  Richards’ specialist field) just over twenty years ago, 
Doyen celebrates the inauguration of  a new design of  motor coach.

In the Steppes of  Central Asia aleksandR BoRodin (1833–1887)
The Steppes of  Central Asia – and much more of  the Asiatic landmass – were progressively 
coming under Russian hegemony in the nineteenth century. One musical by-product of  this 
process was the interest composers began to take in the varied folk music of  the far-flung 
nascent empire. Borodin, however, never quoted folk songs directly, but often fashioned his 
original themes in their mould. This well-known short piece is a good example, with first a 
Russian, then an Oriental theme satisfyingly juxtaposed.

Coronation Scot ViVian ellis (1904–1996)
This clever little tone poem from 1948 celebrates the Coronation Scot locomotive. Vivian Ellis, 
probably second only to his contemporary Noel Coward in the arts of  suave and polished musical 
theatre (Bless the Bride, Mr Cinders, And So to Bed), here shows a rare skill in reprodu cing the sounds and 
rhythms of  steam trains before the days of  welded rails. The piece became familiar to the nation as the 
signature tune of  the addictive and much-loved ‘Paul Temple’ crime series on the radio in the 1950s.

Stephenson’s Rocket niGel hess (b. 1953)
This concert overture is a portrait of  George Stephenson and of  his pioneering locomotive, and 
of  the celebrations which accompanied the opening of  the Manchester and Liverpool railway 
in September 1830 (after a year or two of  what these days we’d call Research & Development). 
The ‘Rocket’ became the first passenger hauling train, achieving a top speed of  about 36mph 
– and we mustn’t underestimate the wow factor of  that in the 1830s. 

The more romantic-sounding episodes of  the overture are intended as an allusion to Stephenson’s 
reputation as a bit of  a lady-killer. Stephenson’s Rocket was commissioned in 1991 by the North 
Hertfordshire Wind Orchestra, whose then conductor was a direct descendant of  George Stephenson. 

The Padstow Lifeboat Sir MalcolM aRnold (1921–2006)
One of  the finest marches written in comparatively recent years, rivalling Sousa’s in sheer 
exuberance, The Padstow Lifeboat was composed in 1967 for the launching of  a new lifeboat at 
Trevose (near Padstow), Cornwall. The strange intrusive note D (and D is pretty intrusive in 
a section in Ab) heard early in the March represents the fog-horn near the local harbour. The 
March was originally written for brass band (as you might expect with its Cornish provenance).

Titanic: Selections from the film score JaMes hoRneR (b.1953)
‘Dead in the water’ was one critic’s mildly ghoulish verdict on the 1997 blockbuster film of  the 
Titanic tragedy of  85 years earlier. It nonetheless gained an extraordinary number of  awards 
– twelve, if  you include a nomination for the make-up supervisor – and grossed an awful lot of  
money. James Horner was not left out, gaining an award for the score as a whole, and a ‘Best 
Song’ award for My Heart Will Go On, the concluding number in the present selection.

Themes from Victory at Sea RichaRd RodGeRs (1902–1979)
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical South Pacific was a huge suc cess in the late 1940s, thanks 
to its great tunes, its immediacy, and its patriotic mood – after all, World War II nostalgia was 
well established by about September 1945. When, a few years later, Rodgers was asked to write 
the music for a TV documentary on the war in the Pacific, he not unnaturally recycled some of  
South Pacific’s best themes into the present compilation.

~ interval ~
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Travel Notes  RichaRd Rodney Bennett (b. 1936)
Richard Rodney Bennett is a versatile composer who has become something of  a cult figure in both classical 
music and jazz. This light-hearted work is written for the unusual combination of  woodwind quartet (flute, 
oboe, clarinet and bassoon). i An Air Balloon; ii In a Helicopter; iii In a Bath Chair; and iv Car Chase.
Lazy Walk  John halton (b. 1978)
Jon Halton read music at King’s College Cambridge and subsequently obtained a PhD in Music 
Analysis.  He is a prolific composer for saxophone ensembles. Lazy Walk is composed for the 
standard saxophone quartet (SATB) in a ‘groovy’ swing style and features the tenor saxophone.
 The Devil’s Galop chaRles WilliaMs (1893–1978)
Charles Williams’ career was that of  the typical jobbing music ian in the first half  of  the 
twentieth century. As a violinist he played not only for silent films, but also under the ‘Greats’ 
such as Elgar and Beecham. He was also a prolific composer of  light music and film scores.

The Devil’s Galop was one of  Williams’ numerous ‘light pieces’ written for Chappell’s Record 
Music Library. Those old enough will remember it as the signature tune of  Dick Barton: Special 
Agent, the corny but unmissable detective series on the radio in the late 1940s. Many of  Williams’ 
short works were used as signature tunes to radio and TV programmes: one survival is that to 
Friday Night is Music Night on BBC Radio 2.
Model ‘T’ saMMy nestico (1924–2005)
The first Model T Ford rolled off  the production line in Detroit – the first true car assembly 
line in the world – in 1908. Obtainable almost from the start ‘in any colour as long as it’s black’, 
its production run of  nearly twenty years brought motoring within the reach of  millions, and it 
became as much of  a ‘style icon’ in America as the Mini did in Britain some thirty years later.

Sammy Nestico, who was a trombonist and arranger, principally (from the late 1960s) for 
Count Basie, but also for military bands, was no doubt prompted to write this affectionate 
descriptive piece, dating from 1969, by childhood recollections of  the iconic vehicle.
Morning Commuter chaRles RichaRd spinney (b c.1935)
This short piece, written in the mid-1970s, is a series of  musical cartoon sketches describing the 
type of  early morning experience we all go through at some time. The easily-followed episodes  
have headings such as Late Sleeper, Light Traffic, Merging Traffic, Road Race, Rear Ender, and Traffic Jam. 
You might expect an episode called Road Rage, but that term wasn’t seen in print until 1988.
Il Postino luis BacaloV (b.1933)
Il Postino (The Postman) was a whimsical Franco–Italian film first seen in 1994. Unusually 
for a film of  such origins, it gained no small acclaim in the English-speaking world, winning 
a BAFTA award for the best foreign film. It also won the composer – who is of  Argentinian 
birth but has long worked in Italy, specialising in film music – an award for the score.
Thunderbirds: music from the TV series BaRRy GRay (b c.1930)
Thunderbirds, the mid-1960s cult TV series, spawned two quite successful puppet films before the 
1960s were over: Thunderbirds are Go, and Thunderbird Six. But a film made in 2004 with live actors was 
universally deemed a hopeless failure, and a misguided attempt to press the nostalgia button. Still, this 
music from the original series may be enough to press the same button to more satisfying effect.
Space & Beyond arr. John Moss
This collation of  music with a space or space travel theme comprises: i the main theme and end credit 
music from Star Wars, by John Williams (b. 1932); ii extracts from the score of  Star Trek: the Motion Picture, by 
Jerry Goldsmith (1929–2004); and iii, iv compressed versions of  Mars from The Planets, by Gustav Holst 
(1874–1934), and the epiphanic opening of  Also Sprach Zarathustra by Richard Strauss (1864–1949). These 
last two have long been pressed into service as background film music for any scene of, respectively, foreboding 
or apocalypse. It’s probably most people’s first encounter with the work of  both these composers.

Concert notes by BoB EcclEs
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Philip Burditt
Conductor, Composer, Arranger

We would like to thank the following companies for their support of  the band: 
Frosts at Millets Farm, Frilford Tesco, Abingdon
Dawsons, Abingdon Newbury Building Society, Abingdon

If  you would like to sponsor the band, or advertise in our programmes, please email  
play@abingdonconcertband.org.uk for details...

Philip was born, bred and still lives in Northamptonshire. After studying music at 
Kimbolton School and then Manchester University, his full-time music career was 
delayed by a couple of  decades as he worked in the family business – Rigid Containers 
– including the time they sponsored the former World Champion GUS band.

When the business was sold in 2000, Philip was already establishing himself  as a conductor 
of  all kinds of  ensemble, including brass and wind bands and now directs bands in Northampton, Abingdon 
and Bicester. He still plays the bassoon in bands and chamber ensembles, and has played euphonium in brass 
bands. As an antidote to quality music-making, he also plays bass in a rock band.

Philip enjoys composing for wind instruments. His Suffolk Folk Songs and Tuscan Sketches were 
recently well received at their public premieres for the Northamptonshire Composers’ Association. 
Fantasy on Medieval Carols will be premiered in Northampton in December 2006 and Mr. Geoffrey, 
a concert overture for winds, in February 2007.

While waiting for inspiration, he is an inveterate arranger of  music for wind groups. In 2005 he 
arranged and directed from the harpsichord a baroque-style performance of  Handel’s Water Music, 
a new and unusual experience for the Abingdon Concert Band. 

2006 was a very busy year for Abingdon Concert Band, which included the purchase of  two 
timpani. The need for the timpani came as a result of  our change in rehearsal venue from the 
Abbey Brass Music hut. This unfortunately resulted in us losing access to the timpani which up 
until then had been kindly donated by Abbey Brass. Extensive effort was invested to raise funds 
to purchase a new set of  timpani for the band, which resulted in an award of  £2,200 being 
granted from the National Lottery Awards for All scheme. The timpani were finally collected 
from Dawsons Music, Abingdon in August 2006, accompanied by a splash of  publicity in the 
Abingdon Herald, and were transferred to our rehearsal venue at Dunmore School. You will hear 
the timpani being played ‘in anger’ for the first time at our concert in Kennington, and we are 
looking forward to continuing to make full use of  them in our programme of  events in 2007, 
which marks our 30th anniversary.

rogEr Wilkinson, Chair

news

sponsors
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Thank You
for the music

1 9 7 7 – 2 0 0 7
thirty years of music for wind orchestra

Saturday 17 March 2007
7.30pm

Musical Director
Philip Burditt

ABBA·  Light Cavalry·  Queen·  Spitfire Overture ·  Star Wars·  Toccata

Tickets £7
Concessions £5
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Abingdon Baptist Church
Ock Street, Abingdon



The band would like to thank David Clarkson,  Zita Miller, Blake Tyson and Christine Powell  
for their help at the door and serving of  refreshments. 

Flutes & Piccolos
Claire Wells
Thomas Shepherd
Amy Williams
Janet Johnson
Rhonda Oliver

Oboe
Judith Agnew

Bb Clarinets
Kathy Wilcox
Mary Falvey
John Caldicott
John Needham
Stephen Atkinson
Kalinda Francomb
Margaret Sadler
Mark Nightingale

Eb Clainet
Alan Bolder 

Alto Clarinet
Amanda Harrison

Bass Clarinet
Jane Fleetwood
Ruth Clarkson

Bassoons
Bob Eccles
Martin Bowman  

Alto Saxophone
Sandy Wallis
Carlos Lam

Tenor Saxophone
Roger Wilkinson

Baritone Saxophone
David Colven

Cornets & Trumpets
Judith Atkins
Brian Campbell
Brenda Rockall
Alison Hill

Trombones
Norman Ballard
Charles Malcolm
Rita Rattray

Tuba
Gary Dilnot

Bass Guitar
Stuart Holbrook

Percussion
Anthony Sadler
Mark Robson

Abingdon Concert Band would like to thank Blackwell Publishing Ltd  
for generously providing the printing of  these programmes.

Tonight’s Performers

forthcoming events
2 December 2006 Carols at Christmas, Millets Farm, 11am and 2pm.

9 December 2006 Carols at Christmas, Millets Farm, 11am and 2pm.

27 January 2007 4th Annual Playing Day
Manor Preparatory School, Abingdon; 10am  till 5pm

Philp Burditt and Steven Bell conduct. Players of  Grade 5 and above welcome, see our website for further details

17 March 2007 Thank You for the Music
Abingdon Baptist Church, 7.30pm

Help us to celebrate Abingdon Concert Band’s 30th anniversary in this wide-ranging programme  
of  music dating from 1977 to the present. Be a Super Trouper with ABBA, feel the Force  

of  Star Wars and rock with Queen as we re-live the sparkly Seventies and more.  
Great marches, overtures, wind orchestra arrangements from our band library – don’t miss it!


